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Project : |Borrego Solar

Date: 5y 15, 2001

Full Environmental Assessment Form
Part 3 - Evaluation of the Magnitude and Importance of Project Impacts
and
Determination of Significance

Part 3 provides the reasons in support of the determination of significance. The lead agency must complete Part 3 for every question
in Part 2 where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where there is a need to explain why a particular
element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse environmental impact.

Based on the analysis in Part 3, the lead agency must decide whether to require an environmental impact statement to further assess
the proposed action or whether available information is sufficient for the lead agency to conclude that the proposed action will not
have a significant adverse environmental impact. By completing the certification on the next page, the lead agency can complete its
determination of significance.

Reasons Supporting This Determination:
To complete this section:

o Identify the impact based on the Part 2 responses and describe its magnitude. Magnitude considers factors such as severity,
size or extent of an impact.

e Assess the importance of the impact. Importance relates to the geographic scope, duration, probability of the impact
occurring, number of people affected by the impact and any additional environmental consequences if the impact were to
occur.

e The assessment should take into consideration any design element or project changes.

e Repeat this process for each Part 2 question where the impact has been identified as potentially moderate to large or where
there is a need to explain why a particular element of the proposed action will not, or may, result in a significant adverse
environmental impact.

e  Provide the reason(s) why the impact may, or will not, result in a significant adverse environmental impact

e For Conditional Negative Declarations identify the specific condition(s) imposed that will modify the proposed action so that
no significant adverse environmental impacts will result.

e Attach additional sheets, as needed.

Impact on Land: The project includes tree removal for installation of solar panels, which equates to approx. 8 acres of the ~50 acre parcel. This tree

removal will subsequently impact the habitats of native flora and fauna, but will be replaced with a grass or wildflower mix under the solar panels. The
Planning Board has required a pre-construction soil sampling requirement so that the land can be returned to the original condition upon decommissioning

Impact on Surface Water: The disturbance of land and increase in impervious surfaces (0.93 acres) may potentially increase the turbidity and runoff to the
Class C Stream that adjoins the property. Stormwater control measures are planned for the site to mitigate the potential impact.

Impact on Plants and Animals: Tree clearing areas will have grass or wildflower mix planted under the solar panels. Other portions of the site, outside of
the fenced solar panel area will be allowed to mature naturally.

Impact on Agricultural Resources: Proposed construction is not likely to permanently convert the existing land, located within the Mont003 District, from
being an agriculture use, but it will for the duration of the project. The Decommissioning Plan provides for mitigation of this potential impact by providing a
method to restore the land to the pre-construction conditional along with a funding mechanism to do so. The Planning Board has required a
pre-construction soil sampling requirement so that the land can be returned to the original condition upon decommissioning.

Impact on Aesthetic Resources: The Visual Impact Analysis renderings provided at the public hearing showed that there would be little to no impact on
aesthetic resources from the receptors. The NYS OPRHP is requiring that a vegetative buffer be retained between the project access road and solar
panels and the Auriesville cemetery. The board also included a condition of approval that the existing vegetation within the 50 foot setback along the
Auriesville Shrine property would be retained.

Impact on Historic and Archaeological Resources: The Phase | Archaeological Investigation by Hartgen Archaeological Associates Inc. states that no
documented historic structures were identified and there were no significant historic finds during the survey and no additional archaeological investigation
is recommended. The NYS OPRHP sign-off letter dated June 23, 2021 identifies that no further archaeological investigation is required.

Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light: The facility may increase noise in the area temporarily during construction and decommissioning but should not provide
long term impacts on noise, odor or light.

Impact on Community Character: Solar panels are constructed of metals and plastics which are not fitting with the character of the existing natural
landscape. Mitigation by the project developer includes retaining vegetative buffers and the Decommissioning Plan requirements to return the site to the
pre-construction conditions once the project has reached its end. The Decommissioning Plan will also be reviewed every 5 years to update the
decommissioning costs to ensure they are adequate.

Determination of Significance - Type 1 and Unlisted Actions

SEQR Status: [O] Type1 [ unlisted

Identify portions of EAF completed for this Project: [O] Part 1 [O] Part 2 [O]Part 3

FEAF 2019



http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91818.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91824.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91829.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91829.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91836.html

Upon review of the information recorded on this EAF, as noted, plus this additional support information

Comment Response letters dated 6/10/21 & 7/8/21, revised Site Plans dated June 10, 2021, the Latest Decommissioning Plan dated 6/30/21, the
Agricultural Data Statement dated June 11, 2021 all as prepared by Borrego Solar, the 7/8/21 SWPPP as prepared by PV Engineers P.C., the Hartgen
Archaeological Report dated May 2021 and 6/23/21 SHPO Concurrence letter, the 6/28/21 SHPO Visual Impact letter, and the 6/24/21 DEC email.

and considering both the magnitude and importance of each identified potential impact, it is the conclusion of the
Town of Glen Planning Board as lead agency that:

[O] A. This project will result in no significant adverse impacts on the environment, and, therefore, an environmental impact
statement need not be prepared. Accordingly, this negative declaration is issued.

[] B. Although this project could have a significant adverse impact on the environment, that impact will be avoided or
substantially mitigated because of the following conditions which will be required by the lead agency:

There will, therefore, be no significant adverse impacts from the project as conditioned, and, therefore, this conditioned negative
declaration is issued. A conditioned negative declaration may be used only for UNLISTED actions (see 6 NYCRR 617.7(d)).

[] . This Project may result in one or more significant adverse impacts on the environment, and an environmental impact
statement must be prepared to further assess the impact(s) and possible mitigation and to explore alternatives to avoid or reduce those
impacts. Accordingly, this positive declaration is issued.

Name of Action: 2621 State Highway 5S Solar Project

Name of Lead Agency: Town of Glen Planning Board

Name of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: Timothy Reilly

Title of Responsible Officer: pjanning Board Chairman

Signature of Responsible Officer in Lead Agency: Timothy Reilly, Town of Glen Planning Board Chairman Date: 7/15/2021

Signature of Preparer (if different from Responsible Officer) Douglas P. Cole, PE Date: 7/15/2021

For Further Information:
Contact Person: Timothy Reilly, Planning Board Chairman
Address: Town of Glen, 7 Erie Street, Fultonville, NY 12072

Telephone Number: 518-922-5127

E-mail: thrs6@frontier.com

For Type 1 Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a copy of this Notice is sent to:

Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will be principally located (e.g., Town / City / Village of)
Other involved agencies (if any)

Applicant (if any)

Environmental Notice Bulletin: http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html
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http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/permits/91841.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/regs/4490.html#18098

	Part 3 Additional Sheets as Needed: Impact on Land: The project includes tree removal for installation of solar panels, which equates to approx. 8 acres of the ~50 acre parcel. This tree removal will subsequently impact the habitats of native flora and fauna, but will be replaced with a grass or wildflower mix under the solar panels.  The Planning Board has required a pre-construction soil sampling requirement so that the land can be returned to the original condition upon decommissioning

Impact on Surface Water: The disturbance of land and increase in impervious surfaces (0.93 acres) may potentially increase the turbidity and runoff to the Class C Stream that adjoins the property. Stormwater control measures are planned for the site to mitigate the potential impact. 

Impact on Plants and Animals: Tree clearing areas will have grass or wildflower mix planted under the solar panels.  Other portions of the site, outside of the fenced solar panel area will be allowed to mature naturally.

Impact on Agricultural Resources: Proposed construction is not likely to permanently convert the existing land, located within the Mont003 District, from being an agriculture use, but it will for the duration of the project. The Decommissioning Plan provides for mitigation of this potential impact by providing a method to restore the land to the pre-construction conditional along with a funding mechanism to do so.  The Planning Board has required a pre-construction soil sampling requirement so that the land can be returned to the original condition upon decommissioning.

Impact on Aesthetic Resources: The Visual Impact Analysis renderings provided at the public hearing showed that there would be little to no impact on aesthetic resources from the receptors.  The NYS OPRHP is requiring that a vegetative buffer be retained between the project access road and solar panels and the Auriesville cemetery.  The board also included a condition of approval that the existing vegetation within the 50 foot setback along the Auriesville Shrine property would be retained.

Impact on Historic and Archaeological Resources: The Phase I Archaeological Investigation by Hartgen Archaeological Associates Inc. states that no documented historic structures were identified and there were no significant historic finds during the survey and no additional archaeological investigation is recommended.  The NYS OPRHP sign-off letter dated June 23, 2021 identifies that no further archaeological investigation is required. 

Impact on Noise, Odor, and Light: The facility may increase noise in the area temporarily during construction and decommissioning but should not provide long term impacts on noise, odor or light.

Impact on Community Character: Solar panels are constructed of metals and plastics which are not fitting with the character of the existing natural landscape.  Mitigation by the project developer includes retaining vegetative buffers and the Decommissioning Plan requirements to return the site to the pre-construction conditions once the project has reached its end.  The Decommissioning Plan will also be reviewed every 5 years to update the decommissioning costs to ensure they are adequate.

	Upon Review of the information recorded on this EAF: Comment Response letters dated 6/10/21 & 7/8/21, revised Site Plans dated June 10, 2021, the Latest Decommissioning Plan dated 6/30/21, the Agricultural Data Statement dated June 11, 2021 all as prepared by Borrego Solar, the 7/8/21 SWPPP as prepared by PV Engineers P.C., the Hartgen Archaeological Report dated May 2021 and 6/23/21 SHPO Concurrence letter, the 6/28/21 SHPO Visual Impact letter, and the 6/24/21 DEC email.
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